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DATE:  l " l a r ch  L0 -12 ,  L992

MINE: Bear Canyon

P E R M I T  N O .  :  A C T - 0 1 5 - 0 2 5

COMPANY: CO-OP Mining
P .  O.  Box  L245
Hunt ing ton ,  Utah  84528
( 8 0 1 )  3 8 1 - 2 4 s 0

NARRATIVE INSPECTION REPORT

INSPECTION:Char les Reynolds,  CO-OP Min ing

Hugh Klein, Utah DOGM

Russ Porter, OSMRE

INDIVIDUALS PRESENT DURING

COMPLETE INSPECTION: Yes

PARTIAL INSPECTION:

I{EATHER: Sunny, with cool mornings and nrild af ternoons -

RECORDS REVIEW

Permit: The current permit was issued on t"lay 20 , 1991" f or a f ive

year  per iod .

Cert i f icate of  insurance: A val id Cert i f icate of  Insurance was

not availabfe at the mine when it was first reguested. The

company did produce one prior to the end of the inspection. The

issue date for  the cert i f icate was 3-10-92 and the expirat ion

date is l - - l - -93.  The aggregate amount of  l iabi l i ty  for  the pol icy



i s  $ 2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 .  T h e  p o l i c y  c o v e r s  b o t h  t h e  B e a r  C a n y o n  a n d  t h e

Trai l  Canvon nr: ines.

Ownership and control: Company representatives confirmed the

ownership information contained in the permit apptication is

correct and no changes have been made since that information was

subrnitted.

Bond: I r revocable let ter  of  credi t  number 1055 on Capital  Ci ty

Bank,  SaI t  Lake C i ty ,  U tah  in  the  amount  o f  $290 '000.00  has  been

accepted as bond col lateral .  The issue date for  the let ter  was

8- l -5-91 and the expirat ion date is 7-1,2-92. The let ter  contains

a provis ion for automat ic extension of  the coverage per iod for up

to one year unless the bank deterr.nines it is not in their best

in te res t .

Blast ing:  No blast ing is done on t ,he surf  ace at  th is mine -

NpDES or discharge permit :  Discharge permit  #UTG040006 has been

issued by the State of Utah. The permit cover three discharge

points which are the two sediment ponds and the mine water

discharge. The pernr- i t  has an ef fect ive date to 4-30*93.

Water monitor ing:  the records for  water monitor ing indicate that

the g points required to be monitored are being done. The sample

from point  004A was lost  dur ing the last  quarter.  The company

notif ied DOGI4 in writ ing of the loss

A comparison was done of  the analysis of  parameters taken in 1987

and current analysis.  Al though no signi f icant changes were

found, al l  parameteis did show a sl ight  increase in test  values -

Air quality monitoring: An air quality pernrit has been issued by

the State of  Utah. No monitor ing is required of  the company,

however there are l imits on the number of total hours of

operat ion al lowed dur ing a year.  The company is wel l  wi th in the

] imits.  The permit  was issued on 2-20-BG and has no expirat ion

date. The copy of the permit at the mine was not signed but was

init ialed. It seems this has something to do with the procedures

which are used by the Air  Qual i ty Div is ion.

?



C e r t i f i c a t i o n s :

Impoundments--The as built drawing for impoundment A was

cert i f ied by stamp and signature on 9-9L. There was no

cert i f icat ion statement on the drawing or on a separat 'e

Sheet. The d.rawing ldas revised on L-28-92 but !. las not

restamped f  or  cert i f  icat ion.  DOGI'{  issued Not ice of

V io la t ion  #92-40-8-1  fo r  fa i lu re  to  have cer t i f ied  maps.

The as built drawing for impoundment B was certif ied by

stamp and signature on 9-9L. Again there was no

cert i f icat ion sLatement .

Diversions--There were no avai l -able cross Sect ions on any

diversions except D-1D, D-2D and D-7D. DOGM issued Not ice

o f  V io la t ion  #92-40-4-1  fo r  fa i lu re  to  p rov ide  c ross

sect ions.  This NOV was later vacated because the

regu la t ions  c i ted  (R645-301-722 and 30 t -722-200)  were  no t

appl icable to the c i rcumstances. I t  is  DOGM' s opinion that

the ULah Regulat ions do not require- cross sect ions of

diversions as a requirement for a pernrit. In this respect

the Utafr Regulations may be less effective than the Federal

Regulat ions.  30 CFR 784.29 requires "Each appl icat ion shal l -

contain descr ipt ions,  including maps and cross

sect ions,  of  stream channel  d iversions and other

diversions to be constructed within the proposed permit

area* *:k rr . In the abOve CaSe there iS a Certif ied map

showing the locat ion of  each diversion with an ident i fy ing

number.  The speci f icat ions of  each diversion are then shown

in table 7 .2*!0.  Al though there are no cross sect ions the

table can be used to det,errnine if the diversions have been

constructed as speci f l -ed.

Roads--Drawing 3-5 which is the "As Constructed" map for t 'he

haul and access road is not accurate. The map j-s not drawn

to scale as shown. The map was certif ied by stamp and

signature on 4-27-84. The map was revj-sed on 9-16-88 and the

stamp was dated and in i t ia led to indicatd the revis ion.  Due

to the inaccuracies on the map DOGI4 issued Notice of

Violat ion #92-40-L0-2 for  cert i fy ing an inaccurate map.

Coal mine waste--No coal  mine waste is t reated at  th is mine.

Excess spoi l  d isposal--There is no excess spoi l  to dispose'

Subsidence Monitor ing:  The 1990 subsidence report  was reviewed.

The 1991 report  is  not due unt i l  the end of  March. The records

indicate the great,est amount of subsidence during L 990 was ' 20

f e e t .

3



Recent  permi t t ing act ions:  None

Pending permit t ing act ions:  None

Special conditions: Although the pernr:it was issued without any

conditions, it is my un,Cerstanding that due to a concern about

the impact the mining wil l have on the water quatity and quantity

of Bear Canyon Spring and Big Birch Spring, the company is now

required to make a showing that the above springs wil l not be

affected as a resul t  of  the mining. The company wi l l  not  be

allowed to continue mining of federal mineral unti l this is

reso lved.

FIELD REVIEW

SIGNS AND }4ARKERS

Mine ident i f icat ion:  This
shown on the permit. This
inspec t ion .

sign did not have a correct address as

was corrected pr ior  to the end of  the

The topsoil stored at the baseball diamond was not identif ied as

part  of  th is mining operat ion.  A mine ident i f icat ion s ign was

posted  a t  th is  a rea .

Perimeter markers: The disturbed area markers did not adequately

define the perimeter of the nulning disturbance nor were the

markers ident i f ied as required in the PAP. Al though work was

being done to correct this problem, DoGIll had brought this to the

companys'  at tent ion dur ing a previous inspect ion.  As a resul t

DOGI.{  issued Not ice of  Violat ion #92-40-6-L.

Blast ing warning: No surface blast ing

explosive storage area was ident i f ied

Topsoi l  markers:
t o p s o i l .

r-s
by

done at the mine -

a  s i g n .

AN

,(

Both topsoi l  storage area were ident i f ied as



Stream course buffer:  Signs were placed along the edge of  the

disturbed area along Bear Creek ident i fy ing i t  as a protected

area. Some additional signs could be placed in areas receiving

heavier use to insure that disturbance or materi-al- does not

a f fec t  the  s t ream.

HYDROLOGIC SYSTEM

Dra inage cont ro l :  See d ivers ions .

Diversions: AJ.J- diversions, wi th
constructed and/or maintained to
v io la t ion  #92-40-3-1  fo r  fa i lu re
d ivers ions .

the excePt ion of  D-3U' were not

design. DOGI4 issued Notice of

to const.ruct  and/ or maintain

Impoundments: The sediment cleanout level of the two impoundments

are identif ied by markers. The sediment level in both

impoundment A and B was within acceptable levels.

Plate 7-2, which is the as built drawing for impoundment A' was

compared to the actual- construction of the impoundment - The

decant pipe which runs through the embankment on the west side

was not shown in the drawing. This deficiency was addressed by

DOGM in  Not ice  o f  V io la t ion  #92-40-8-L .

plate 7-3, which is the as buiLt drawing for impoundment B' was

also checked against the construction of the impoundment. The

decant pipe which runs through the embankment on the south side

was not shown in the drawing. This deficiency was addressed by

DOGl, l  in Not ice of  Violat ion *92-40 - l -  0 -1 .

Si l tat ion structures:  Several  s i l t  fences are found at  var ious

l-ocat ions at  the ruine. I t  was noted that the f  i l ter  f  abr ic on

some of the fences is beginning to deteriorate. The company

should inspect all the fences and perform any maintenance needed-

One silt fence vras found out of the pernritted area. This fence

was located west of  the haul  road below the outfal l  of  culvert  C-

12U.  DOGM issued Not ice  o f  V io la t ion  #92-40-9-1  fo r  fa i lu re  to

conduct operations only on lands specified in the permit.

Discharge structures: See impoundments -
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Surface water:  The locat ions of  a l l  surface water monitor ing

sites were visited. There is no automated sampling equipment at

any of  the s i tes.  None of  the s i te are ident i f ied on the ground

but the approximate locations are shown on plate 7 -4 -

Ground water: Currently only one well is being monitored outside

of the mine. This is wel l  SBC-3. The casing was broken at  the

top of  the wel l  and the cap did not seal  the casing. In both

cases i t  would be possible for  contaminants to enter the wel l  -

DOGM addressed this problem with Not ice of  Violat ion #92-40-1-L,

fa i lure to maintain structures used in conjunct ion wi th ground

water monitor ing.

Discharges: The only discharge occurr ing at  the t ime of  the

inspect ion was mine water.  This discharge is being monitored as

required in the rnine plan.

Protected stream channels: t4ining is being done within 1-00 feet

of Bear Creek. The Utah Regulat,ions reguire the Division Lo

"speci f ical ly"  author ize nining within 100 feet of  a protected

st,ream only upon finding that the mining wil l not cause or

contribute to the violation of applicable Utah or federal water

quality standards and wil l not adversely affect the water

quantity and quality or other environmental resources of the

stream. The waiver to mine within 100 feet of Bear Creek was not

clear in the mine plan nor was i t  speci f ical ly addressed- DOGM

will review the mine plan and if found adequate to meet the

standards outl ined above wil l notify the company in writ ing' ff

the plan is not adequate the company wil l be instructed the

address the def ic iencies.

HAUL/ACCESS ROADS:

Surfacing: The haul  road has been surfaced with gravel .  I t

not possible to determine if the amounts of gravel required

the mine plan had been applied. The surface of this road

appeared to be stable at  the t ime of  the inspect ion.

The acceas roads at the mine were to be surfaced with 4 inches of

3/4 gravel .  This was not evident on any of  the access roads-

The surfacing of the roads must be maintained.

was
in

b



Maintenance:  Maintenance

cleaning was being done

in  the form of

at the t ime of

blading and ditch

the inspect ion.

TOPSOTL

Ditches and culverts:  AI I  d i tches with the except ion of  D-3U were

not being maintained to speci f icat ions.  th is was addressed by

DOGM in  Not ice  o f  V io la t ion  92-40-3-1 .

Several culverts were found to need cleaning to prevent

restr icted f l -otr .  These were as fo l lows:

c-1-2u
C_2D
c-4D
c-8D
C _ 9 D

In addition to the above one culvert was found on the Hoist road

which was not ident i f ied in the plan. The feature consisted of  a

6 inch steel  p ipe. DOGPI issued Not ice of  Violat ion #92-40-3-2

f  o r  f  a i l -u re  to  des ign  a  d ivers ion .

Reclamat ion: None at  th is t ime.

Removal: No topsoil being removed.

Placement:  No topsoi l  being placed.

Storage: There are two topsoi l  storage areas at  the mine'  One is

at the ball diamond and, the other is above the scalehouse. The

containment berm on the pile at the balt diamond had a smal}

breach which was repaired. The pile above the scale house had a

breach in the berm and the berm had also deteriorated in one area

as to be inef fect ive.  DOG!4 issued Not ice of  Violat ion #92-40-5-

L for  fa i lure to protect  topsoi l  f rom wind and water erosion.

-7

Subst i tu tes :  None.



BACKFILLING AND GRADING

Contemporaneous reclamation :
s ince this is an underground

No reclamation done at t 'his t ime

mine.

Highwal l  e l iminat ion:  Plate 3-2 shows areas of  h ighwal l  which

wi l l  be l -ef t  or  s l ight ly reduced. Appendix 3-L is the "cut  and

f i l l  calculat ions" for  h ighwal l  e l i rn inat ion.  In appendix 3-L is

Figure 3L-L.  cut  and f i l l  reference map. This map assigns

numbers or let terS assigned to di f ferent sect ions of  h ighwal l  so

the area can be referenced to spoil volume calculations and

profi les. Table 3L-2 shows fif l  volume needed and fi l l  volume

avai lable for  backf i l l ing stat ions 2 through 7 and corresPonding

prof i les indicate the post mining contour of  the areas -  Al though

there are prof i les for  stat ions A through H there are no f i l l

volumes to indicate the material is available to achieve the post

nuining contours as shown in the prof i les.  There is no ment ion of

using the excess spoi l  shown at  some stat ions in el iminat ing

highwal l  which wi t l  remain at  other stat ions.  In any case the

mine plan is deficient in not requiring the use of all available

spoi l  to el inr inate as much highwat l  as is technical ly pract ical .

Due to t .h is a Ten-Day Not ice wi l l  be issued.

Stabi l izat ion:  Not appl icable at  th is t ime-

Handl ing of  acid and toxic mater ia ls:
opera t ions .

Not applicable to these

REVEGETATION

Seeding: No seeding being done at this time.

Mulchingr: No mulching being

Success :  Not  app l i cab le .

done at this time-

t



Timing: Not appl icable.

COAL MINE WASTE

Drainage control : Not applicable.

Surface stabi l izat ion:  Not appl icable-

Pl-acement : Not applicable.

Impounding structures:  Not appl icable-

DISTANCE PROHIBITIONS

Roads: No mining being done next to a public road, however a

public road does run up to the perrnit boundary. This road was

reconstructed by the mining company and was maintained by the

company for a period of t ime , ot at least that was part of the

agreement between Co-Op and Emery County. The company cLaims

that the county is now doing a1l maintenance to the road- There

are two residences accessed by the county road. One of these is

the mine office which is being l ived in by some of the employees

of the mine. The other residence is just inside the mine gate

and west of the permit area. These people are aLso employed by

the nrine. The county road will be reviewed to deterrnine if it

meets the reguirements to be permitted by co-op'

Dwellings: The occupants of the above residences have bot'h signed

waivers to al low mining closer than 300 feet of  the dwel l ings.

Pub l - i c  bu i ld ings ,  churches ,  schoo ls ,  e tc . :  None '

Cemeter ies :  None.

(

Protected publ ic lands: None.



SUBS IDENCE

CURRENT ACTIVITIES

Act ive pi ts:  Underground mine, not appl icable.

Seams being mined: The Blind Canyon seam is currently being

nrined. The Hiawatha seam will be nulned in the future.

Highwal l  exist ing:  Highwal l  exist  at  the nr ine portal ,  storage

pad,  access  roads  and fac i l i t i es  a rea .

Acres disturbed: l -6 of  the l - r060 acres permit ted have been

disturbed.

EXISTING ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS

Notice of  Violat ion #91-35-8-L was issued by DOGM on t2-4-9L.

The violat ion was fai l ing to prevent to the extent possible using

the best technology avai lable,  addi t ional  contr ibut ions of

suspended solids to streamflow outside the permit area. The-

abatement time has been extended and had not expired at the time

of  th is  inspec t ion .

ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS FROM THIS INSPECTION

Due to snow remaining at the el-evations where the subsidence
monuments are locatedr no attempt was made to check actual f ield

cond.it ions to determine if the monuments were being maintained or

if ground conditions might indicate more subsidence than had been

reported. DOGI,I wil l check for indications of subsidence and the

condi t ion of  the monuments when condi t ions al low-

DOGM Notice
fo l l -ows:

92-40-r_-r.
9 2 - 4 0 - 2 - t
92-40-3-r-
92-40-3-2
92-40 -4 -L

Fai lu re  to
Fa i lu re  to
Fai lure to
Fai lure to
Vacated

of Violat ions issued dur ing th is inspect ion are as

maintain a monitoring well
provide adequate designs
construct and/or maintain diversion

design a diversion

IC



92-40-5-1" Fai l -ure to protect  stored topsoi l
92-40-6-L Fai lure to post per imeters markers as required

92-40-7- l -  Improper coal-  storage
92-40-8-L Fai lure to have cert i f ied maps
92-40-9- l -  Operat ions of f  the pernr i t ted area
92-40- l -0-1 Cert i fy ing an inaccurate nap
92-40-L0-2 Cert i fy ing an inaccurate map

OSMRE Ten-Day Notices

92-02-352-001 TV L Fai lure to demonstrate,  in wr i t i tg '  to the

Regulatory Author i ty that  a l l  reasonably avai lable spoi l  wi l l  be

insuff ic ient  to completely backf i l l  the reaffected highwal l .

OTHER

There are 3 areas at the mine whj-ch are designated as BTCA (best

technology current ly avai lable) ,  I t  wd$ found t .hat  these areas

do not appear to meet the requirements of a BTCA designation on

the grround nor is it explained in the permit how the requirements

o f  R645-30L-742 w i l l  be  met .  DOGM has issued an  "Order  &

Findings of Perrnit Deficiency" requiring the company to address

this deficiency by submitting an application for permit change by

n o  l a t e r  t h a n  A p r i l  3 0 ,  L 9 9 2 .

MSEfR: Those items marked with a "2" have been addressed in the above

narrative and those marked with a r'3" were not applicable for the purposes

of  th is  inspec t ion .

l {
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State of lJtah
DEPARTMENT OF NATUML RESOTIRCES
DIVISIObT OF Oil. cAS AND MINING

355 Wegt North Tempte
3 Trisd Cenrer, Suire 350
Saft Lake Chy. Utatr S4180-l a03
801 -538.5340

Mi l20 ,  92 16 :06 No .  014 P .  02

$
Nornur H. Bargertcr

Gcvttnor

Dcr C. Hensen
Erccuti.c Orckrr

Diennc R Nitleon. PhD.
Dlv{riun Dlnrlor

March 20, 1992

CERTIFIED RETURN RECEIPT FEOUESTED
P o74 979 201

Mr. Wendell Owen
Co-Op Mining Company
P,O. Box 1245
Huntington, utah 84528

Dear Mr, Owen:

Re: Divlsion Order. Co-Op Mining CompAny, Bear Canyon Mine. ACT/OI5/025.
Folder #3 Emery County, Utah

Enclosed please find a Division Order and Finding o{ Permit Deficlency for
the Bear Canyon Mine. lf in your revlew of this order you have any questlons,
please call rhe or Pamela Grubaugh-Littig, Permlt Supervisor.

Sincerely,

J*" l.&''P
Lowell P. Braxton
Assoclate Director, Mining

lbe
Enclosure
cc: J. Helfrlch

P. Grubaugh-Llttlg
H. Klein

A:\DOBCM.LTR

en eq,lel opgonunlty €mDtoy€r
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STATE OF UTAH
DIVISION OF OIL, GAS AND MINING

*120,92 16:06 N0.014 P.05

PERMITTEE

Wendell Owen
Co-Op Minlng Company
Bear Canyon Mine
P.O. Box 1245
Huntlngton, Utah 84528

PERMIT NUMBER, ACT/01 5/025
DIVISION ORDER #, DO-92A

ORDER & FINDINGS
of

PERMIT DEFICIENCY

PURSUANT to R645.303-212. the DIVISION ORDERS the PERMITTEE,
Co-Op Minlng Company, to make the permit change$ enumerated in the findlngs of
permit deficiency in order to be ln compliance wlth the State Coal Program. These
findlngs of permlt deficlency are to be remedied in accordance with R645-3O3-
220.

Flndings of Permit Deficigogv

742. Sediment Control Measures.

742,100, General Requirements,

' 742.1 10. Approp.riate sediment control measures wlll be
designed, constructed and maintained uslng the

' best technology currently available tol

742.1 1 1. Prevent, to the extent posslble, additional
contributions of sediment to stream flow or to
runoff outside the permlt area;

742j12. Meet the effluent limitations under R645-301-
751; and

742.1 13, Minimize erosion to the extent possible.

Currently the permlt does not contain lnformation as to how
BTCAs are deslgned to prevent additional contributions of
sediment or minimize erosion to the extent possible. In addltlon,
the areas'deslgnated as BTCA are not utilizing the best technology
currently available, Subseguently, erosion is not belng mlnlmized
to the extent possible which may also cause additional
contributions of sediment to runoff and/or stream flow outside the
permit area.
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Page 2
Order & Flndings

ACT/OI51025

The operator shall submit a plan containing the design
construction and malntenance of BTCA rneasures tor eaeh area
deslgnated As "BTCA". When the BTCA is not I sedlment pond,
the operator shall dernonstrate why lt is not posslble to utilize
such a structure.

gr-der

It is hereby ordered that Co-Op Mining Company make the requisite permit
changes in accordance wlth R645-303-220 and submit a compfete application for
permlt change, addressing the findlngs of permit deficiency by no later than
April 30, 1992.

* l  20  ,92 16 :  06 No .  014 P .04

ordereotrr isd{day"M,1992,bytheDivis ionofoi | ,
Gas, and Minlng.

t

A:\DIVISORD.FIN

anne R, Nielson, Director
Division of Oil, Gas and Minlng


